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What is it like to attend this school?

‘An absolutely amazing school’ is how one pupil enthusiastically described Rawcliffe
Primary School. Pupils enjoy the residential trips. They also enjoy singing,
performing in assemblies and holding cake sales for charity.

Physical education (PE) is high profile at the school. All pupils take part in sports
with Rawcliffe Bridge Primary School. Pupils have the chance to learn new activities,
such as frisbee, as well as more traditional sports.

Pupils say they feel safe in school. Behaviour in and out of lessons is good. Pupils
say bullying is rare and that if it occurs the school deals effectively with it. Pupils are
polite and courteous to each other. They enjoy taking on responsibilities, such as
being members of the school council, running the tuck shop or being librarians.

In class, pupils enjoy their lessons because ‘teachers go out of their way to make it
fun’. Teachers have high expectations of pupils. Pupils are keen to do their best.
Pupils say that the school has improved a lot. They say this is because they now
have the chance to learn many different subjects in depth, other than reading,
writing and mathematics.

Pupils enjoy reading. Many choose books from the school library to read for
pleasure.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Teachers are dedicated and hard-working. School leaders have made sure that
teachers’ workload is manageable so they are able to dedicate time to their pupils.
Teachers also give their time generously to after-school activities and clubs. This has
helped to make pupils’ personal development outstanding.

The headteacher has put reading as top priority. Phonics is taught from Reception.
The curriculum is well organised. Any pupils who fall behind are identified quickly
and are helped to catch up. On the whole, the books that pupils read match the
sounds they are learning, but not always. When the books are too difficult for pupils
they do not become fluent readers quickly. Pupils develop a love for reading, often
reading independently in key stage 2. Teachers are well trained in phonics and have
been well supported by the local authority to improve their teaching further.

The mathematics curriculum is well designed. This makes sure that pupils are able
to do basic calculations and know their times tables. They are able to explain how
calculations work. Pupils are able to solve problems well using their mathematical

knowledge and skills.

A strength in the curriculum is how it is flexible to help pupils understand what is
currently happening in the world. For example, pupils have learned about the Covid-
19 virus in science and the Australian bushfires in geography. Pupils frequently take
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part in lively debates on topical issues. This makes the curriculum interesting and
improves pupils’ vocabulary.

In PE, the curriculum is strong and gives pupils good knowledge of different sports.
It also helps pupils to understand the importance of good nutrition and leading
healthy lifestyles. In some other subjects, such as in music, teachers are gaining in
confidence in implementing the curriculum more effectively. Leaders are working
hard to ensure that the curriculum is well sequenced and helps pupils to know more
and remember more over time.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) achieve well. Good
support is put in place to help pupils keep up with the ambitious pace set for them
and the suitably challenging curriculum.

In the early years, children benefit from effective mathematics provision. Routines
are well established. Children are well behaved and learn the importance of good
manners. The curriculum is well organised and a lot of fun. For example, children
looked at a real fish to understand how it swims. A visit to The Deep brought this
learning to life for children. Children are well prepared for the demands of Year 1.
Leaders are now working to improve the outdoor area so it offers exciting and
challenging activities for pupils.

Pupils behave well. They concentrate well in class and are keen to do their best.
Pupils respond well to teachers’ requests. They behave well outside but occasionally
have disagreements on the football pitch. Pupils are polite and well-mannered.
Pupils’ attendance is above the national average.

The curriculum is exceptional in how it improves pupils’ personal development.
There are excellent links with local heavy industry. Through visits, pupils gain a first-
hand view of engineering and technology. The dream award gives pupils a chance to
research a topic in depth and present their research findings. Frequent residentials
develop pupils’ character, confidence and resilience.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong culture of safeguarding. All staff, including lunchtime supervisors
are aware of what they must do if they have any worries about pupils. Staff are well
trained in child protection. Concerns are followed up straight away by consulting
parents or outside agencies, as necessary. Teachers know pupils well. This enables
them to give effective support to those pupils who are most vulnerable.

Pupils say bullying is uncommon. They say there is always a caring adult to turn to if
necessary. Pupils understand how to stay safe when using the internet.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

Bm The school’s curriculum is not yet sufficiently coherently planned and sequenced
in some subjects. However, it is clear from the actions that leaders have already
taken to plan next year’s curriculum and train staff in how to deliver it that they
are in the process of bringing this about.

W The books pupils read are not always closely matched to the sounds they are
learning in phonics. When this happens, pupils do not become fluent readers as
quickly as they might. Leaders should continue to review the books pupils read so
that they closely match the sounds they are learning.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 117892

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire
Inspection number 10121694

Type of school Primary

School category Community

Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 105

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Shelley Messenger

Headteacher Hayley McNeill (Executive Headteacher)
Website www.therawcliffeschools.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 21-22 November 2017, under section 5

of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

W The school is in a federation with Rawcliffe Bridge Primary School. Both schools
share an executive headteacher and executive deputy headteacher.

B There is a before- and after-school club on the premises, managed by the school.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B We held meetings with the executive headteacher and other school leaders. We
met with three members of the governing body, leaders responsible for
safeguarding and the special educational needs coordinator.

B We held discussions with lunchtime supervisors, office staff, teachers and
teaching assistants about the actions that they take to keep pupils safe.

m We looked at a range of documentation, including safeguarding documents, the
school’s self-evaluation, development plans and information on the school’s
website.
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B Pupils in the Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 were on a school visit on the first day
of the inspection.

B We agreed with the headteacher to look in detail at: reading, music, mathematics
and physical education. Other subjects were also considered as part of the
inspection. We talked to subject leaders about their curriculum plans. Wherever
possible, we visited lessons, looked at pupils” work and discussed this with them.
In addition, we had discussions with teachers and pupils from the lessons we
visited.

Inspection team

Robert Jones, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Adrian Fearn Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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